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From the Interim Pastor. . . 
 

It was a most unusual congregational meeting:  
 

just moments after gathering in the nave and praying for God’s presence in our midst for 

a right judgment and proper discernment in all things to conduct the “business” of 

ministry in this place and as heavy rain began to fall a member of the assembly 

announced that his smart phone indicated a tornado warning was in effect for our area. 

Mindful of the severe weather we’ve been experiencing across our land, we prudently and 

immediately adjourned to move to the lower level of the education wing where we 

reconvened to conduct the meeting in close quarters in the hallway alongside the library 

and nursery.  There discussion ensued, votes were taken, decisions made, and no tornado. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Here’s what you need to know now: 
 

Good Shepherd remains in a deficit spending situation in the amount of $11,000+ for the 

first 4 months of 2011. Add that to the carryover deficit of $23,000+ from 2010 and you 

realize that this cannot be sustained for long. Currently the deficit has been “covered” by 

borrowing from restricted/designated funds. So a bare bones budget for the remainder of 

2011 (7 months) of  $144,595 was approved with the unhappy provision that $9,187 of that 

designated for mission support to ELCA Churchwide, NEO Synod, and LAOS will be 

suspended (not eliminated) pending a favorable improvement in current offerings over 

the same period. You can do the math: $135,400 divided by 35 weeks comes to just over 

$3,865 per week to meet current ministry funding right here. This does not include 

mission support beyond these walls or paying down the cumulative deficit. Understand 

that this was a responsible and necessary action given the accurate accounting provided 

by acting treasurer Rae McElyea. And the bishop’s office has been informed. Monitoring 

and review by the congregation council will follow and a specially called congregational 

meeting will be held in September to act on further plans for course correction and 

stewardship appeal. 

 

Here’s what you need to do now: 
 

Pray for Good Shepherd, our leaders, our ministry staff—for trust, vision, healing and 

wellness in our congregational life.  
 

Commit to every Sunday worship and fellowship.  

Increase by “a tithe of your tithe” in giving.  In other words, give 10% more than you are 

now, whatever your level of giving. It will make a difference.  



Step up to serve on the Transformational Ministry Team, Mission Site Profile  

(in anticipation of the pastoral call process) task force, Parish Musician job 

description/search task force, or any number of other ways and means. 

 

Other important things happened as well: 
 

Two council members were elected/reelected (Bill McElyea and Kristi Hathaway) and a 

Purpose Statement was adopted (look for it elsewhere in this newsletter and everywhere 

around Good Shepherd). And good discussion, with good thoughts and ideas, was 

generated.  

 

All as we gathered cheek to jowl in a narrow, muggy, basement hallway during severe 

weather. Reminded me of what I once heard described as the “Noah’s Ark Understanding 

of Church Life”—if it weren’t for the storm raging outside, we couldn’t put up with the 

‘stink’ inside!  

 

PEACE in Christ, 

 

Pr. Jim Eckert 

 

 

Installation Of Council Members 

 

Sunday, June 5 at 9:30 a.m. worship. All Council members should attend. 

 

  



      Wor sh ip  Note s  

Something old is new again. I have proposed to the worship committee 

and the congregation council offering the ancient practice of the laying on 

of hands and anointing with oil for healing to any worshipper who desires this means and 

reminder of the Lord’s will for wellness in body, mind, and spirit (see James 5:14-16a). This 

will happen the last Sunday of each summer schedule month (June 26, July 31, August 28) 

during the Liturgy. Those desiring this ministry will simply remain at the altar rail after 

receiving Communion. Look for details in upcoming Sunday announcements and the 

website. –JDE  

 

 

 

Ascension Day Worship    ~ Thursday, June 2, 7:00 p.m. 

 

As members of this community of faith, we are called to worship 

together. We find Christ’s presence among us as we hear the Word 

proclaimed and share the Easter feast. We extend our invitation to all, especially our 

parish neighbors, Gloria Dei and Dr. Martin Luther, to come and celebrate this holy day 

of the Ascension of Our Lord. There will be a fellowship ice cream social following the 

worship service. All are welcome. 

  

Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, ascended far above all heavens that 

he might fill all things. Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he  promised, he abides with 

us on earth to the end of time, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Prayer of the Day for Ascension, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 

 

SUNDAY LITURGY  at 9:30 AM 

Beginning Memorial Day weekend (May 29) and continuing through Labor Day weekend  

(September 4), Good Shepherd will celebrate the Lord’s Day with a single Sunday 

Eucharist at the “happy middle” time of 9:30 a.m. Plan now to worship the Lord in a 

united communion of praise and thanksgiving this summer.  

 

Let us not accommodate ourselves to lower summer attendance. No matter what time of 

year it is, Christians are called to honor the Sabbath, and the Sabbath happens weekly.  

From Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2010, Augsburg Fortress. 



SUMMER FELLOWSHIP  

 

Immediately following the 9:30 a.m. worship during the summer 

months, fellowship time will be held in the narthex and expanding 

outside (weather permitting), with lemonade and baked goods. Volunteers are needed on 

a weekly basis to help with the set-up, baking, and clean-up. Sign-up sheets are available 

on the narthex table if you are interested in helping. Feel free to contact coordinator 

Bethany Ruessman (440.781.4621) for more information. 

 

 

 

 

Save The Date . . . Sunday, August 7 

 

25
th
 Anniversary of Ordination 

We will celebrate the 25th anniversary of Pastor Eckert’s ordination into the 

holy ministry. Come and be a part of this celebration — in worship and 

afterwards for fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

Church  P i cn i c  

Join the fun on Sunday, August 21 as we meet at Brooklyn Memorial Park for good 

fellowship and delicious picnic food. Make it a great day. Mark your calendars and plan to 

attend. Watch for sign-up sheets to bring side dishes and desserts to share. See you there. 

 

 

 

Summer  Of fe r ings  

Please remember your regular offerings through the summer – our congregational 

ministry and work is year-round and requires sustained support. Before  

leaving for vacation, give your offerings for the Sundays that you will be away from 

worship; during frequent weekends away, mail offerings to the church office; after 

returning from an occasional absence, “catch-up” on the offerings that you would have 

given when present. Faithful giving is a practice of faithful discipleship for Jesus. 



   

        Parish Concerns 

 

 

In Our Daily Prayers. . . 

For health and healing – members: Jean Anderson, Bruce Hoffman, Audrey Yahnkow.  For 

family and friends: For homebound members. 

For the Holy Spirit’s guidance and blessing that God will transform and renew us in 

renewed faith and ministry together in God’s mission; for the Lord’s direction as we are 

moving forward in our confirmation ministry for and with our children and youth. 

For the peace and justice in God’s reign: in the Middle East; in Afghanistan; for the people 

of Iraq; for our nation; for the President and all who serve in government and military 

services; for our homes, communities, parish and all our neighbors. 

For Christ’s comfort in grief: Glenda Wagenknecht and family at the death of her 

husband, Don on April 28. 

 

A Special Thank You . . .  

Thank you all for your prayers, cards, and expressions of love and comfort at the death of 

my husband, Don. — Glenda Wagenknecht 

To Dennis Blum, Will Heise and Wayne Fortlage for on-going work for upkeep and 

maintenance of our church property and grounds. Thank you. 

To our newsletter helpers from the Thursday morning  Bible Class for taking the time 

each month to fold and stuff the envelopes for mailing. Thank you. 

To Chuck Marks for his bravery and patience in taking the newsletter to the post office 

each month. Thank you. 

Many thanks to all for your cards, prayers and concerns. – Bruce Hoffman 



 

                     PURPOSE STATEMENT 

 

 

God’s purpose for us is to bring the living and loving presence of Jesus Christ 

to all. 

This is the new Purpose Statement for Good Shepherd, affirmed by attendees at the May 

congregation meeting.  This statement represents the work of congregation members at 

the 2010 Transformation Day Retreats and conveys a renewed purpose for our 

congregational community.  Together, we commit to living out this purpose personally 

and communally, in our worship and shared ministry, in our homes, neighborhoods and 

all of daily life. 

Our baptismal life in Christ defines God’s purpose for us.  Together, we share the blessed 

privilege of living out the responsibilities of this holy relationship.  We commit our gifts 

to God’s purpose for us that all may know the living and loving presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us 

spreads in every place the fragrance that comes from knowing him.   For we are not peddlers 

of God's word like so many; but in Christ we speak as persons of sincerity, as persons sent 

from God and standing in his presence.  2 Corinthians 2:14, 17 

 

 

  



Our Graduates and Students . . . 

Bob Candage graduated from Tiffin University in April with an MBA degree.  

Congratulations, Bob! 

 

Jason Freeman graduated from Ohio Technical College on March 31, 2011. Jason received 

Honor Roll every quarter. He earned a cumulative G.P.A. of 96.58 for Auto Collision 

Repair. He also received his Associates degree with a 4.0 G.P.A. Jason is currently working 

at Pat Keating Auto Body in Westlake.  Congratulations, Jason! 

 

Caitlyn Marko was inducted into the National Honor Society in May.   

Congratulations, Caitlyn! 

 

Katherine Petzke graduated from Baldwin Wallace College on May 8 with a Bachelor of 

Science Degree in Psychology. Beginning this summer, she will attend John Carroll 

University for graduate studies in School Psychology.  

Congratulations, Katherine! 

 

Meredith Petzke will graduate from Brooklyn High School on June 5. She will attend 

Kent State University in the fall to study Elementary Education.  

Congratulations, Meredith! 

 

 

 

  



Food Shared  Wi th  Ne ighbor s  

 

Our Helping Hand Food Pantry needs its empty shelves to be restocked 

with several items: cereals  spaghetti sauce  canned tuna  canned peaches and fruit 

cocktail  canned chicken and beef soups  bathroom tissue.  Place these items on the 

floor in the church kitchen by the pantry shelves. Plastic and paper bags are also needed.  

 

 

Brookside Center Community Meal – Sunday, June 5 

 

Good Shepherd is hosting a  community meal with Brookside Center at: Bethany United 

Church of Christ in Cleveland, 3388 West 41st Street at Storer Avenue. 

For questions and more information contact: 

Anita Nickel  216.459.1455   anitanick@sbcglobal.net 

or Marilyn Jech  216.741.9906  marilynjech@aol.com 

 

Giving Tree 

 

Our Giving Tree ministry provides opportunity to bring the living and loving presence of 

Jesus Christ to all.  It stands as a true witness to our purpose when it is blooming with 

gifts for Brookside Center. Lately, though, the tree has been bare. It is time to carry out 

our Giving Tree ministry in a new way. The tree will no longer stand in the narthex 

throughout the year; it will be brought out for special collections two or three times a 

year.  This method will work more effectively for our congregation and will serve as a 

more faithful witness to our purpose. 

 

The Giving Tree will return to the narthex for a time in August when we collect school 

supplies, new socks and packages of underwear for Brookside Center.   
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 June Lectionary Readings 

 

 

 

 

June 02 Ascension of Our Lord 

Acts 1:1-11 

Psalm 47 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

Luke 24:44-53 

 

June 05 Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1:6-14 

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

John 17:1-11 

 

June 12 Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

John 20:19-23 

 

June 19 The Holy Trinity 

Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

Psalm 8 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Matthew 28:16-20 

 

June 26 Second Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 28:5-9 

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

Romans 6:12-23 

Matthew 10:40-42 

 

  



July Lectionary Readings 

 

July 03  Thomas, Apostle 

Judges 6:36-40 

Psalm 136:1-4, 23-26 

Ephesians 4:11-16 

John 14:1-4 

 

July 10  Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 55:10-13 

Psalm 65:1-13 

Romans 8:1-11 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

July 17  Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 44:6-8 

Psalm 86:11-17 

Romans 8:12-25 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

July 24  Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

1 Kings 3:5-12 

Psalm 119:129-136 

Romans 8:26-39 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

July 31  Seventh Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Isaiah 55:1-5 

Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 

Romans 9:1-5 

Matthew 14:13-21  

 

Next newsletter deadline for items for the August GOOD TIDINGS is  

Sunday, July 24. Please place submissions in the newsletter mailbox in the church 

office or e-mail to office@goodshepherdelca.org 
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