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From the Interim Pastor . . . 

 
 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ… 

…for the possibilities and potential of the new year of our Lord “twenty-twelve.” 

 

As I write it’s still Advent and our Christmas celebration is still an anticipated, (near) future event. In order to get 

the word out we think and plan ahead.  

And that’s true not just for newsletters (publication deadlines and such) but for anything that’s important, vital, 

necessary for us to be thinking about and preparing for in the future. Sometimes we (read: I) resist deadlines (April 

15 is coming. Argh!) 

 

At Good Shepherd we need to be looking ahead and planning for our shared ministry for 2012. We have some 

challenges before us. Not the least of which is meeting our financial goals and obligations—quite modest, frankly, 

given the 2012 budget approved by the congregation in November—in order to get the Word out, and the 

Sacraments, and the witness and work of ministry in this place. Then there’s the pastoral call process, and the 

securing of a permanent parish musician, and Life Together, and Wednesdays With God, and Vacation Bible School 

next summer, and an accurate accounting of our membership rolls, and a stewardship plan, and…and? And 

whatever else we’ll be called upon to prepare and plan for and respond to.  

 

And, yes, these are challenging times still. But God is still God—Emmanuel—“God with us.”  Amid all the changes 

and challenges of this past year (of grace) that’s still true: God is with us. Will you be with God here at Good 

Shepherd in 2012? We will be asking that question a lot this year. Are you just among the names on the Good 

Shepherd membership list who (used to) receive a newsletter* by “snail” mail or are you committed to actively 

living out your faith life in this world by the nourishment for your heart, mind, and soul that Christ offers at his 

Table here? Let’s all think about these things and then act on them for Christ.  

Ora et Labora (Pray and Work) in the new year of grace 2012! 

 

PEACE in Christ Jesus, 

Pastor Jim Eckert+ 

 

 

* Good Tidings will now (as of this issue) be sent electronically via Constant Contact, and will be available on Good 

Shepherd’s website: www.goodshepherdelca.org 

and by printed hard copy in the narthex by the last Sunday of the month. 

 

Remember:  Epiphany Liturgy (with incense) is Friday, January 6, 7pm. 

                        Fellowship with refreshments will follow 

   

http://www.elca.org/emblem
http://www.goodshepherdelca.org/


Dear Sisters and Brothers of Good Shepherd, 
 

Thank you – thank you – thank you –  

to all of you for the support and love that you, as the people of Good Shepherd, have shown to me for nearly twenty 

years. First of all, thanks to all of you for the retirement reception, cards and gifts that I received. They are 

wonderful and will remain special memories for me. A special “thank you” to the choir members for all their 

planning and work on this special day, and to  congregation council and Pastor Eckert for their involvement.   

 

I am retiring as an Associate in Ministry from the active roster of the ELCA effective January 1, 2012 and from my 

called position at Good Shepherd. I am NOT retiring from making music. I will be very involved in the world of 

music and worship wherever I may be. 

 

I will be the interim Cantor/Parish Musician at Good Shepherd. The term “cantor” is a liturgical term meaning the 

“leader of the people’s song” and is not attached to a called position nor to an Associate in Ministry. 

 

Things will be different as I will be following the new job description of the parish musician. I will be involved and 

responsible for worship planning. planning music for choir and organ, leading worship, directing the choir, and 

leading music for Life Together and WWG. The position is for 15 hours per week, so I will not be in the office every 

day. AND – the ministry coordinator and I will share the upstairs office beginning sometime in January. 

 

Areas for which I will NOT be responsible include: worship bulletin production, preparation of intercessory 

prayers, any supervision of liturgical ministers and the Good Shepherd web site. Those responsibilities will be 

assumed by other people.  

 

As we move forward together into the new year let put our trust in God, knowing that he will  lead us into the 

future planned for us in this place. 

 

In Jesus’ Name, 

 

Cantor Linda Kempke 

  



Parish Concerns   

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

IN HOLY BAPTISM .  .  .  
 

In the Sacrament of Holy Baptism on Sunday, December 18, Bristol Louise Howatt was reborn to new life in Christ, 
given the Holy Spirit and make our newest member of Good Shepherd. We rejoice that God has given us a new 
sister.  Bristol is the infant daughter of Vanessa and Bill Howatt. 

 
 
A  SPECIAL THANK YOU .  .  .   
 
 

 
 
 

To Dennis Blum, Will Heise and Wayne Fortlage for on-going work for upkeep and maintenance of our church 
property and grounds.  
 

To all who helped with Advent decorating: Linda Herhuth, Bethany Ruessman, Laurie Hausler, Dave Kresnye, 
Linda Kempke.  
 
To all who helped with Christmas decorating: Linda, Carl and Stephanie Herhuth, Bethany, Scott, Barb and 
Noel Ruessman,  Sandra, Megan and Maggie Miller, Laurie Hausler, Joe Nuessle, Karen Watts, Tim, Jodi, 
Brian and Robbie Cleary, Linda Kempke. The tree was donated by Lori and Phil Elgin and Kim and Chris 
Elgin.  
 
To all who donated toward the Lutheran Chaplaincy Auxiliary “Christmas Cheer” project. Total amount collected 
was $126.00.  These funds were used for Christmas cookies for distribution to area nursing home residents who 
really appreciate this special holiday treat.  
 

 
NOTED THIS MONTH 

 
CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE  

 

The Call Committee will meet with the Northeastern Ohio Synod Assistant to the Bishop, Judy Hoshek, on 

Wednesday, January 4, 2012. Judy will be sharing information of candidates who are available for our Call as a part 

time Pastor. The committee members have been preparing to interview the candidates. Questions have been 

discussed and written. A practice interview was conducted with and ELCA minister who was willing to spend an 

evening with us and guide us to ask the best questions of a candidate who would be interested in a Call to Good 

Shepherd. As the crucial time to select candidates to be considered for a Call is at hand, we ask that you keep this 

committee, Bishop Eaton and the NEOS staff members in your prayers as God leads us to the one who is his choice 

to be our Pastor. If you have questions, please contact the Call Committee Chairperson, Shirley Shaver, or Chris 

Elgin, Barbara Grinkevich, Joe Nuessle, Mary Beth Petzke, Mike Petzke or Megan Stack, Committee members. 

 
 
 
 



EPIPHANY WORSHIP  
 

The Epiphany of Our Lord is Friday, January 6. We will gather in worship at 7:00 p.m. to mark the holy 

festival day of the Epiphany of Our Lord. This day commemorates the visit and gifts of the three wise men and the 

revelation of Christ as a light to the nations. All are invited to the Fellowship Hall for a reception following worship. 

 

HEALING RITE  
 

Opportunity for the laying on of hands, anointing with oil, and individual prayer for healing in body, mind, and 

spirit will be offered immediately following the liturgy on January 29.  Those desiring this ministry (see James 5:14-

16a) may simply gather at the front of the nave where the Pastor will offer a general prayer and then will invite 

each individual to kneel at the altar rail for the laying on of hands, anointing and individual prayer. Those unable to 

approach the altar rail or kneel may be seated in the first pew on either side of the center aisle to receive this rite. 

 
 

GIVING TREE  
 

We will collect new hats, gloves, mittens and scarves for Brookside Center through the end of 
February. New socks and packages of underwear in all sizes for men, women, and children are 
always needed; please give generously with love in Christ. If you have two coats or an extra 
blanket (new or gently used), place these at the tree or place them in the blue bin under the rear 
stairs. 
 

 

COMMUNITY MEAL  
 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE:  The Brookside Center Community Meal at Bethany United Church of Christ will be on 

Sunday, March 4, 2012.  Meal helpers and dessert bakers will be needed.  Questions?  Contact 

marilynjech@aol.com  Thanks.  

 

 

 

Life Together 

  
 

Baptismal Birthday Party 

Sunday, January  8, 2012 

Fellowship Hall   9:00 AM 

All are invited!  
 

music ~ crafts ~ fellowship 
and  

BIRTHDAY CAKE!  
 

 

 

mailto:marilynjech@aol.com


 

 

 

JANUARY LECTIONARY  
 

January 01 The Name of Jesus 
 Numbers 6:22-27 
 Psalm 8 
 Galatians 4:4-7 
 Luke 2:15-21 
 

January 06 Epiphany of Our Lord 
 Isaiah 60:1-6 
   Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
 Ephesians 3:1-12 
 Matthew 2:1-12 
 

January 08 Baptism of Our Lord 
 Genesis 1:1-5 
 Psalm 29 
 Acts 19:1-7 
 Mark 1:4-11 
 

January 15 Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 1 Samuel 3:1-20 
 Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
 John 1:43-51 
 

January 22 Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
 Psalm 62:5-12 
 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
 Mark 1:14-20 
 

January 29 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
 Psalm 111 
 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 Mark 1:21-28 
 
  
 

+  MEMORIALS +  
 

+ Audrey Yahnkow +  
Ron and Lynette Semsel 

Agnes Sisler 
 
 

  



 

BASKET OF BLESSINGS 
 

I call this my Basket of Blessings. The photographs in it remind me that God is always with me. When Bruce was in 

Fairview Hospital battling cancer, it rained all the time. One day while he was sleeping, I took a picture from his 

hospital window. I didnõt cry very much while he was ill. I believed God would cure him and if he didnõt, I knew he 

would take of both of us. After Bruce went home to be with the Lord on August 26th, I looked at the photograph and 

realized that I wasnõt crying because God was crying for me, allowing me to be strong for myself, my family and all 

of our friends. 
 

I began to go through photographs I had taken while on our back deck, or walking in the back yard, praying for our 

miracle. I looked through photographs taken every year near a cabin at Mohican where we celebrated our 

anniversary and I saw just how close God is to me. I took the photographs to an art gallery in Lakewood and they 

agreed to carry them. Money from òGodõs Tears On My Husbandõs Hospital Windowó will go to the American 

Cancer Society. 
 

Feel free to look through the photographs. If you see one that gives you a òRay of Hopeó, òLeads You Beside Still 

Watersó, invites you to òGather At The Riveró, leads you by a òPillar Of Fireó, makes you want to òLie Down In 

Green Pasturesó, shows you òGodõs Promiseó ð you get the picture ð please take it for those times in your life 

when you need a simple reminder that God is with you every second of every day of your life. 
 

If you would like to make a òThanks, God!ó offering to the church, you can place it in the offering plate. 
 

Blessings! 
 

Carol Hoffman  

 

 
The Basket of Blessings is located in the narthex on the table near the Guest Book. 

 


